8B Project selection and criteria - COLT (voluntary land trust)
1. Having identified possible conservation projects as stipulated in “A” above, LAC will rate these projects, if there is more than one, in the following priority order;
 

a) Priority 1.
 
i) Rare, outstanding, or unique ecosystems or habitat containing threatened or endangered species of flora and fauna.  Examples;





i) Grasslands


i)  Old-growth forests.


ii) Floodplain habitat.



iii) Cliff habitat.
 
ii) Those that contain nationally threatened habitat and/or rare and endangered species including those species listed as endangered, threatened or of special concern by COSEWIC. Included here are any Central Okanagan Lake foreshore; wetlands and riparian areas.
 
iii) Those that contain provincially identified species at risk,  listed under the B.C. Endangered Species Act and listed as Red or Blue Listed Species.
 
iv)  Hotspots of biodiversity such as rare or endangered flora (e.g. Black Cottonwood forest or Bitterroot plants) and fauna (Western Screech Owl; Canyon Wren) or concentrations of migratory birds (Robert Lake); waterfalls; cliffs, or other natural feature.
 
b) 
Priority 2 or desirable acquisitions.
 
i). Land adjacent to already protected land, that will enlarge that area, or provide a wildlife corridor between other protected land.
 
ii) Land which will provide wildlife habitat, requiring additional funds to restore the site.
 
iii)  Geographical features such as land near reservoirs, caves, or other features that may be attractive to wildlife.
 
 
 
c)  
Priority 3 - non conservation acquisitions. 
i) Gifts of land that have no conservation value, or that require extensive rehabilitation. These gifts must be identified by the donor as non-conservation lands that are intended to be re-sold and proceeds applied as a capital donation. 
 
2. Once the conservation projects are identified, and rated, COLT will maintain this list as a systematic approach to using and directing its resources to preserve as much as possible.
