World’s largest Garry oak meadow permanently protected
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World’s largest Garry oak meadow

permanently protected on Saltspring Island

SALTSPRING ISLAND – The largest intact Garry oak woodland in the world is being protected for all time by Forest Renewal BC’s purchase of 250 hectares of threatened land on Saltspring Island.

The $3.5-million deal, negotiated by Forest Renewal’s delivery partner, the Nature Trust of B.C., is for an area next to the Mount Maxwell ecological reserve. Island residents joined representatives from Forest Renewal, the Nature Trust and the Texada Land Development Corp. at a community celebration today commemorating the agreement.

“This is a special day for British Columbians,” said Nature Trust chair Kip Woodward. “Large, intact Garry oak woodlands have disappeared in the U.S. Pacific northwest states, but British Columbia has ensured a living legacy for future generations right here on Saltspring Island.”

Funding comes from Forest Renewal BC’s private forest biodiversity program. It is one of the investment agency’s key programs to enhance the environmental value of forest land, working to conserve biodiversity by acquiring interests in privately held, critical forest ecosystems.

“This province’s Forest Renewal partnership was set up to respect the full range of values in our forests, from timber production to ecosystems and biodiversity,” said Roger Stanyer, Forest Renewal BC chair and CEO. “With more than 1,000 species of plants and animals associated with Garry Oak woodlands, this valuable resource is a worthy addition to our protected areas.

“The people of Saltspring are to be congratulated. They worked hard, supporting all efforts to protect this land.”

The land deal preserves the entire sensitive ecosystem from the north shoreline of Burgoyne Bay south and 300 metres up the mountainside to the top of Mount Maxwell and Mount Maxwell Provincial Park. It adds to the 32-hectare parcel of Garry oak woodland meadow purchased through the Forest Renewal biodiversity program in January.

The Nature Trust of B.C. recommended purchase of the lands for fair market value. The trust identifies land that meets the criteria for the private forest biodiversity program and submits a proposal to Forest Renewal’s advisory committee for the program. In turn, the committee makes a recommendation to Forest Renewal’s board of directors, which has representatives from all B.C. forest stakeholders. 

Forest Renewal BC’s 2001-02 business plan calls for investments of $279 million in the B.C. forest sector, with up to $1.4 million set aside for the private forest biodiversity program. Actual investments in the program depend on the availability of desirable properties, and the approval of the board of directors.
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