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For Immediate Release

January 19, 2004
The Nature Trust of British Columbia Awarded $75,000 

for Brant Geese Habitat and Mapping Initiatives

VANCOUVER, BC -- A recent award of $75,000 from Vancouver Foundation will benefit two important initiatives of The Nature Trust of British Columbia: outreach for the annual migration of Black Brant geese, and critical digital mapping to enhance the monitoring and management of habitat conservation efforts.

Each Spring, up to 27% of the Pacific Flyway population of Black Brant stop to rest and feed along the East Vancouver Island shores of the Parksville-Qualicum Beach Wildlife Management Area (WMA) on their 10,000 km migration to their northern nesting grounds. These areas are well used by people and their dogs. Recent monitoring indicates a decline in migratory numbers that has raised concern that the geese are under undue stress from human related disturbances when they are most in need of rest and nourishment as they utilize habitats critical to their survival.

“The generous support of $15,000 from the Vancouver Foundation will enable us to take important steps in building awareness for the plight of the Black Brant,” said Tim Clerment, Vancouver Island Land Manager for The Nature Trust.  “Our project will address animal welfare, respect for wildlife and a greater appreciation for intertidal ecosystems.”

The Nature Trust has worked for over 20 years to acquire and restore key estuary and riparian lands along the Englishman River.  A purchase in 1992 of 65 ha of the Englishman River estuary by The Nature Trust combined with the high fish and wildlife values along the foreshore of Parksville and Qualicum Beach resulted in the provincial government designating the Wildlife Management  Area, which now protects a 35 km corridor of foreshore estuary and river habitats. The most prominent wildlife species of this WMA is the Brant goose, and each year the Parksville-Qualicum Beach communities host the Brant Wildlife Festival in honour of this important migration.

As well as targeted monitoring of the species along the coastline, a variety of outreach activities are planned including workshops, involvement at the Brant Wildlife Festival (April 2-4, 2004) newsletters, reader boards, information distributed to vets and local community groups and encouragement of volunteers and interested organizations. For more information, contact Tim Clermont at 250.751.3218.
An additional $60,000 commitment is designated over three years for a digital mapping project involving 21,000ha of conservation land throughout the province owned by The Nature Trust. “This level of support from the Vancouver Foundation has allowed us to proceed with this very beneficial initiative for both The Nature Trust and its partners,” said Marian Adair, Habitat Ecologist for The Nature Trust. “It will bring our mapping to a standard that matches the provincial base mapping layers and linking key attributes about our properties in a GIS (Geographic Information System). This information will enhance our ability to work with our partners through improved delineation of land management activities and to facilitate monitoring the effect of our habitat conservation efforts.”

The Nature Trust of British Columbia is a non-profit land conservation organization operating in the BC to conserve areas of high biodiversity and most at risk of being lost. Established in 1971, The Nature Trust has evolved into one of the most active and effective land conservation organizations in the province. 

Vancouver Foundation is a philanthropic non-governmental community foundation which operates primarily as a permanent collection of endowed funds. Income derived from the investment of the pooled capital of Vancouver Foundation's endowments is distributed to support the activities of charitable organizations across British Columbia.
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For more information, please contact:
Doug Walker
(604) 924-9771
or (604) 230-1400 cell


If you do not wish to be contacted by The Nature Trust for future news releases, please contact us at 

1-866-288-7878 (1-866-28TRUST)
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