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LTA The Land  Trust Alliance

Of British Columbia

204-338 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca 250-538-0112 fax 538-0172

For Immediate Release

The Land Trust Alliance of British Columbia today released its report:  “Safeguarding Canada’s Wealth: Bringing Stewardship and Conservation into Ecological, Economic Valuation.”  

Bringing ecological values into our economy is essential, as we face global warming, SARS, increased cancer rates, and the escalating loss of the natural systems that support our health and lives.  This 32-page report examines dominant contemporary economic practices and the ecosystem goods, functions and services that are ignored in our economic paradigms.  The argument to expand our economic valuation methods to include a more holistic view will allow us to approach and discuss the economic values or assets of natural systems and argue for the inherent need to support activities that steward & conserve nature, philosophically, economically, and financially.  The report analyses current ecological valuation methods, including formulas that assert that an intact ecosystem is 100 times more valuable than one that has been altered or destroyed, making ecosystem protection an economic and sustainable necessity.    

The Report presents recent studies and research on the numerous conditions and trends within Canada, and particularly British Columbia, which reveal that many of our country and province’s corporate subsidies and support programs ensure that environmentally destructive industries receive continued support..  Examinations of Canada and BC’s environmental stewardship and conservation activities have been rated, concluding that our efforts at sustainability are inadequate, despite increased public awareness of and support for environmental initiatives.  

It is these conditions that situate environmental non-profits in a precarious financial situation, struggling to protect the environments integral to the health of our societies and economies.  These arguments premise the section detailing the environmental crisis we are facing, followed by analyses of contemporary economic valuation methodology and the changing nature of market practices in Canada.  The work of many ecological economists is reviewed, providing encouraging support for a more integrated economic system that values ecosystem goods, services and functions for the immense values they hold.  The report suggests that support to stewardship and conservation is essential to safeguard Canada's true wealth. 

The report is a result of proceedings from the…LTABC worked closely with an adhoc group of stewardship and land trust groups who are examining and addressing the current funding problems currently facing ENGOs in BC.

Helping to steward, protect and restore B.C.'s natural and cultural diversity

