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LTA The Land  Trust Alliance

Of British Columbia

204-338 Lower Ganges Road, Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2V3

www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca 250-538-0112 fax 538-0172

“Conserve Nature Today then Plant Trees for Tomorrow”
says both leading BC Ecologist and Forester

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Conserving existing forests, wetlands and other natural ecosystems is top priority when it comes to shielding us from climate change,” says Dr. Richard Hebda, leading ecologist and Dirk Brinkman, cofounder and CEO of Canada’s leading reforestation group, Brinkman & Associates Reforestation Ltd. The ecologist and the forester are working together through the Land Trust Alliance of BC to develop a protocol and standards for the carbon storage and biodiversity values of BC’s forests, wetlands and grasslands. 
Mountain Equipment Coop recently announced their $10,000 support of the project along side the Real Estate Foundation of BC and the Bullitt Foundation. The research team of Hebda and Brinkman will answer questions such as[image: image2.jpg]Accumulated Totals
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: Can long-term conservation of natural forests be financed through a creditable carbon offset program? The report will be one of the first attempts to calculate the carbon values, biodiversity values, and adaptation values of protecting BC’s forests and natural areas.

Deforestation and changes in land use are the second leading cause of global warming. “As the offset market builds momentum, numerous tree planting programs and projects are being promoted by both governments and business; however there is still too little attention being paid to the values of conserving intact natural areas. It has been demonstrated by economists that restoring degraded areas can cost up to 100 times what it would cost to acquire the area outright. People are looking for ways to reduce their carbon footprint, and conservation is the best way – both to conserve energy and resource use, and to conserve the natural areas that we are losing to development and resource extraction daily,” says Sheila Harrington, Executive Director of the Land Trust Alliance of BC. 

“Considering the climate crisis, these are times when a tree left standing can have a greater value, in public opinion and on a free market, than one cut.  Storing carbon in forests and protecting biodiversity must be included in the suite of climate change programs available to government, industry and individuals,” says Dirk Brinkman.
Media Contacts:

Sheila Harrington, Exec. Dir. 250-538-0112 (office) 250-537-7976 (cell) Sheila@landtrustalliance.bc.ca


Dr. Briony Penn, Coordinator penn@saltspring.com 250-361-6328 (cell) 
Backgrounder

The Land Trust Alliance of BC released a report last January, Mitigating and Adapting to Climate Change through the Conservation of Nature in British Columbia, which described and valued BC’s ecosystems and their services to society and displayed likely trends on these ecosystems as the climate changes.  Co-author and leading ecological economist Sara Wilson based some of her valuation on The United Nation’s 2005 Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, which found that 60% of the world’s ecosystems are being degraded at an unsustainable rate. 
Oceans and terrestrial (land-based) ecosystems remove about 50 to 60 percent of human-caused greenhouse gas emissions… and curb more intense global climate change.
 Globally, forest ecosystems contain more than half of all terrestrial carbon and account for about 80 percent of the exchange of carbon between terrestrial ecosystems and the atmosphere.
British Columbia forests have some of the highest carbon stores in Canada averaging 311 tonnes per hectare with some coastal forests holding 600 to 1,300 tonnes per hectare. Based on the average estimates, the total carbon stored by BC’s forests amounts to 88 times Canada's annual greenhouse gas emissions. (989 times BC’s GHG annual emissions).
 This stored carbon is worth an estimated total of $774 billion, or $62 billion per year ($1,072 per hectare.) 

The first report was so well received that several member conservation land trusts requested that the LTABC identify methods of quantifying the real values of conserved areas for carbon offsets.  Additional topics to be included in the report are addressing permanence, leakage, and additionality.  
The new Conservation Offset report will be released at The BC Land Summit in Whistler on May 20-22.  This multidisciplinary conference is co-hosted by six professional land use associations. These are The BC Association – Appraisal Institute of Canada, The BC Institute of Agrologists, The BC Society of Landscape Architects, The Land Trust Alliance of British Columbia, The Planning Institute of British Columbia, The Real Estate Institute of British Columbia. 
The LTABC is a provincial umbrella organization with more than 90 members in BC. These include 32 land trusts, and 23 stewardship/management organizations.  Land Trusts in BC have now protected more than 1 million acres – greater than the area of Greater Vancouver.  The Land Trust Alliance of B.C. is dedicated to the stewardship and conservation of our natural and cultural heritage through support of land trusts, conservancies and others.  We provide education, research, communication and financial services.  www.landtrustalliance.bc.ca 
1 Page 13,  Mitigating and Adapting to Climate Change through the Conservation of Nature in British Columbia, the Land Trust Alliance of British Columbia, 2008, Sara J. Wilson and Richard J. Hebda. 


 


2 Solomon, S. et al. 2007. Technical Summary. In: Climate Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Solomon, S., Qin, D., Manning, M., Chen, Z., Marquis, M., Averyt, K.B., Tignor, M. and H.L. Miller (eds.). Cambridge University Press. Cambridge, UK.


3 Canada’s 2005 GHG emissions were 747 million tones CO2 equivalent. British Columbia’s 2004 GHG emissions were 66.8 million tonnes. BC’s forests store 18 billion tonnes of carbon (66,075 Mt CO2).





Building a Culture of Conservation 


