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Ideas – messaging for Giving to the Land Trust

(From Green Legacies Guide)

Places of not only great beauty but true ecological importance on this earth are being lost. Please join us in helping to protect these special places.   -Birgit and Robert Bateman 

	Public funding for nature cannot keep pace with the needs. Increasingly, concerned philanthropists must take action to save our environmental heritage for present and future generations

Gifts within B.C. can be made by people to nature conservation organizations. Gifts range from outright gifts of money, to deferred gifts such as bequests or life insurance policies, or gifts of ecologically important land or covenants. 


	

	

	
	Nature conservation groups are:
	 

	•
	Raising funds to permanently acquire and manage important habitats
	

	•
	Working with landowners to use covenants to protect natural features
	 

	•
	Working with landowners to be good stewards of their properties
	 

	•
	Seeking the permanent dedication and management of Crown Land areas as parks, protected areas and ecological reserves
	 

	•
	Restoring and enhancing habitat
	

	•
	Offering activities to the general public to learn about our natural world
	

	•
	Offering educational school activities for children and teachers
	

	•
	Undertaking research projects
	

	•
	Providing services and expertise to other nature conservation groups and the citizens of British Columbia
	


There are several options available to the landowner who wants to protect ecologically special property. For example, the landowner might decide to grant a conservation covenant to a conservancy organization/land trust. Alternatively, the landowner might decide to make a gift of the land itself to a conservancy organization. Other potential donors may decide to make a gift of cash or property other than land to assist the organization in carrying out its conservancy activities. Early in the process of making the decision about whether to make a gift – and what type of gift is appropriate in the circumstances – the donor needs to consider all potential tax implications.
 
� Donors and recipients should consult tax and legal professionals at the earliest possible opportunity. More detailed information about all of the issues raised in this chapter is available in the following publications written by Ann Hillyer and Judy Atkins and published by West Coast Environmental Law Research Foundation: Giving It Away: Tax Implications of Gifts to Protect Private Land, and Greening Your Title: A Guide to Best Practices for Conservation Covenants. Both are available on West Coast Environmental Law’s website: www.wcel.org





