Ecologically Conscious Neighbours

- Stewardship Agreement -
I/We, ______________________  

At, _______________________

agree to be an Environmental Steward of my/our property 

on Galiano Island.

I am conscious of the need to:

· Control invasive exotic species such as Scotch broom, Himalayan blackberry, Evergreen blackberry, English holly, and English ivy. 

· Protect the integrity of older forest stands or trees, Garry oak meadows, bluffs, wetlands and streams.

· Nurture the vitality of streams, ponds and wetlands of all kinds with protective natural vegetation buffers (15 meters is often suggested but it can vary, more is always better).  If a buffer does not exist, consider restoration using native vegetation. 

· Protect large dead trees which provide valuable habitat for a variety of wildlife.

· Allow the natural cycle of decomposition to occur in fallen trees and branches by leaving them to become part of the soil. 

· Leave parts of my land unfenced allowing the movement of wildlife through my property.

· Share my ecological goals with my neighbours and work together to plan protection and restoration so that our efforts may contribute to  larger “reserve” areas.

· Help heal "unused" disturbed areas of my land through ecological restoration.

· Conserve water: Store water for garden use in roof-fed cisterns; plant drought-resistant vegetation whenever possible. Use mulches in my garden.

· Choose alternatives to chemical pesticides and fertilizers.

· Get to know my non-human neighbours: local plant, animal and wildlife species.
We, the Galiano Conservancy Association, agree to assist the undersigned by providing expertise on native species, their habitat, habitat restoration and conservation. We will provide the undersigned with a map of their property to aid with stewardship activities.  Where adequate information is not available through the Galiano Conservancy, we will provide a liaison function to obtain the information needed from the relevant government agency, academic institution, professional group or knowledgeable individual.
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___________________________________________________


Environmental Steward(s)



Contact Name, Galiano Conservancy Association





Date:










