Smart Growth on ALR issues

 BC Launches an ALR Watch Listserve

A productive, secure agricultural land base in British Columbia is vital to our ability to maintain agriculture as a viable industry, to secure our food supply and to act as an urban containment boundary to stop urban sprawl. A key economic driver, agriculture supports the livelihood of over 200,000 British Columbians at BC's 21,000 working farms and food processing industries. It does this while contributing over $2.2 billion to the provincial economy and providing for over 50% of our food needs. Remarkably, all of this activity and productivity occurs on less than 5% of the provincial land base.  The continued success of agriculture in British Columbia requires that non-farm uses must be limited in agricultural areas. If not, urban/rural conflict will intensify to the point where farming simply will not be viable.

The threat of urban encroachment on agricultural land in British Columbia is very real. Over 82% of British Columbians live in urban areas, with the fastest growing urban areas located adjacent to the best agricultural land in the province (in south western BC and in the Okanagan Valley). There are pending applications for the removal of close to 3,000 acres of ALR land in the Greater Vancouver area alone.

Smart Growth BC has established a new ALR Watch listserve in an effort to link information on changes to the ALR with people who are passionate about its protection. The objective of this initiative is to create a province-wide network of "Friends of the ALR" that will encourage public debate and scrutiny of applications to exclude land from the reserve.

Membership to the listserve  is open to all. To join the ALR Watch listserve, simply send a blank email to: alrwatch-subscribe@smartgrowth.bc.ca
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