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Building the Case for Conservation: Determining Site Significance Conservation actions, whether land acquisition or stewardship, must be based on sound ecological values to effectively protect critical elements of biodiversity.  Determination of the conservation value of a site is an important first step in a variety of land-use planning processes, and is an essential step towards building the case for conservation of a
particular site.

Scientific data is of critical importance in identification of areas requiring protection, and also helps to identify areas with protection urgency.  However, land use planners and decision makers are often unable to make effective use of raw site data.  Many people involved in making land use planning decisions do not have a scientific background, and need interpretation of site information in order to make sound science-based land use planning decisions.  A context is needed in which to place the site information, especially with regard to relative rarity and site significance at regional, provincial, and sometimes national or global levels. For example, data gathered on quality and condition of a site, especially when compared with existing data on similar site types, can assist in determining relative conservation values and protection priorities. We will explore standard provincial inventory methods, and discuss ways in which site inventory data can be evaluated and interpreted in order to determine relative rarity of ecosystems and significant features represented at a particular site.  A number of recent studies will be discussed that have produced convincing and defensible facts and figures that can be helpful in building the case for site conservation.

The multi-agency Resources Inventory Committee (RIC) has established provincial standards for inventory and mapping, including collection, storage, analysis, interpretation and reporting of inventory data. However, formal criteria for evaluation of site inventory data to establish the conservation value of a site have not yet been developed.  Jan is currently working to establish a standard methodology for conducting
ecological site evaluations to ensure consistency of results and accurate interpretation of site data.  The goal of this project is to create a comprehensive, user-friendly, systematic methodology for site evaluation.  The methodology will be ecosystem-based, beginning with site analysis at the landscape level, then using rank factors such as size, quality, condition, defensibility, and landscape context to determine site values and
viability at the formation subclass level (e.g., herbaceous balds and bluffs; intertidal salt marshes), and at the alliance/association level  (e.g., Arbutus/hairy manzanita woodland; Lyngbyei's sedge – seashore saltgrass - sea arrow-grass herbaceous vegetation) where possible.  

