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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(Excerpt)
D.
Reconciling Competing Conservation Values.

There are times when conservation values on specific properties appear in direct competition.  For example, safeguarding wildlife habitat is the first priority of the Land Trust.  However, public access, particularly as a means of promoting land stewardship, is also an important part of the Land Trust’s mission.  Many times, preservation of functional wildlife habitat is not consistent with encouraging public access.  Where protecting wildlife habitat and local ecosystems is irreconcilable with public access, it is tempting to conclude that wildlife protection must always win out.  Application of such principles in the abstract, however, is not always helpful in establishing a specific management plan.  As mentioned, particularly sensitive wildlife habitat, the location of which is not widely known, may be best left with an absence of fences and “no trespass” signs even if public access is inconsistent with wildlife preservation.  In addition, the Land Trust enjoys a statutory immunity from liability for lands open to the public.  Statutory immunity does not extend to land closed to public access.

The Land Management Plan is intended to protect and preserve the special attributes of each property.  Decisions should be arrived at through the lens of the mission statement, Conservation Agenda, long term interests of the Land Trust, and common sense.

E. Public Access and Signs.

There is a direct relationship between policies concerning public access and signs.  The existence and type of signage appropriate for any given property is related to the policy regarding public access of said property.  In weighing competing conservation values, certain general land management principles emerge regarding public access and signs on Land Trust properties.

For most Land Trust properties, public access is allowed, but not encouraged.  This is perhaps the starting point position for most properties.  Depending upon the unique attributes and circumstances of acquisition of each property, the Land Trust may take a more active role in encouraging public access; provided that, if public access is a primary goal, the property should probably be owned by an entity other than the Land Trust, such as Whatcom County.  On the other hand, in some circumstances the Land Trust may find a need to more actively discourage public access from a specific property.  This may be achieved through several different strategies,  including without limitation, placing boulders to limit off road motorized vehicle access to sensitive areas, removing attractive nuisances, and posting “no trespassing” signs.     

Signs are essentially tools to provide information, manage public access and promote stewardship.  Signs may be divided into five broad, nonexclusive categories:  (1) Interpretive; (2) Directional; (3) Identification; (4) Acknowledgement; and (5) Prohibitive.  Many if not most signs serve more than one purpose, but for clarification each type is discussed separately.

(1) Interpretive Signs.  Interpretive signs provide information about property features – natural history, geology, trees and vegetation, wildlife, and/or surroundings.  Interpretive signs may be used to promote stewardship.  However, interpretive signs will be used primarily on Land Trust properties where public access is encouraged.  Therefore, interpretive signs will rarely be placed on property owned and managed solely by the Land Trust. 

(2) Directional Signs.  Directional signs provide information designed to facilitate the desired movement of people on the property.  They may be a convenience for the public, as well as a means of protecting sensitive areas.  Like interpretive signs, directional signs are used primarily on property where public access is encouraged.  Accordingly, directional signs will rarely be used on property owned and managed by the Land Trust. 

(3) Identification Signs.  Identification signs generally inform the public regarding the nature of the property and who owns it. Identification signs may be considered where they serve an overriding promotional or stewardship purpose.  However, identification signs also often encourage public access and therefore they will be sparsely used on Land Trust property. 

(4) Acknowledgment Signs.  Acknowledgement signs will be used to recognize gifts, donations, or effort associated with acquisition or restoration of property.  Acknowledgement signs will not automatically be placed on Land Trust property.  However, when requested by a benefactor or important partner, or when otherwise deemed appropriate, acknowledgment signs will be placed on Land Trust property. 

(5) Prohibitive Signs.  Prohibitive signs such as  “Keep Out,”  “No Trespassing,” or “No Hunting,” will be placed only to address a demonstrated need and then only when other alternatives are deemed inadequate.  Prohibitive signs will be used when such signs are part of a solution necessary to effectively address an existing or imminent problem.  

Signs are associated with public access and providing information to the public.  Because public access is not encouraged on most Land Trust properties, signs will not generally be posted, except to address a specific land management or stewardship purpose.  Signs also require periodic monitoring and maintenance.  Decisions about signage should be made on a property by property basis.   
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