EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Matthews Point presents a unique opportunity for those who care about preservation of ecologically significant land in B.C's Gulf Islands. Matthews Point is situated at the southern tip of Galiano Island on Active Pass, and this strategic location makes it a crucial area to protect for three reasons:

1)  the land encompasses a number of diverse, sensitive ecosystems and essential bird habitat;

2)   as the population of the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island continues to increase it is crucial that areas of outstanding beauty be preserved so that residents, and visitors for generations to come may experience unaltered natural areas; and

3)   the land is a vital piece in the preservation of Active Pass, which millions of residents and visitors travel through annually and experience as the quintessential Gulf Islands landscape.

A group of Galiano and Vancouver Island residents have been working for some time to protect this area. Currently, one half of Matthews Point is for sale.   Because of interest in the land for logging and subdivision, The Land Conservancy of B.C. was approached for assistance and we have negotiated a contract to purchase, which has been accepted contingent only on financing. The total purchase cost under this contract will be approximately $550,000.
The Capital Regional District has agreed to fund two-thirds of the purchase price as a CRD Regional Park. There is widespread support from groups and individuals on Galiano for this proposal as the best option for protection. The CRD has identified the area as worthy of protection, has included it in their Draft Master Plan.
In total we must raise or create partnerships (including the CRD) to raise about $550,000.   It is critical, at this juncture, that partners be found who will contribute a total of at least $150,000 towards the purchase price of Matthews Point.
This is an opportunity to become involved in the preservation of an area which, simply put, must be protected now.   We are asking you to become involved in the protection of Matthews Point.

TLC must raise pledges and cash donations covering at least $150,000.00 by the end of April

All donations are tax deductible. Help us purchase Matthews Point.

LOGO  TLC THE LAND CONSERVANCY OF B.C. (250) 361-7693
ABOUT TLC THE LAND CONSERVANCY OF B.C.
TLC THE LAND CONSERVANCY OF British Columbia protects plants, animals, natural communities and landscape features that represent the diversity of life on Earth, by protecting the lands and waters they need to survive, and protects areas of scientific, historical, cultural, scenic or compatible recreation value. It usually accomplishes this mission by acquiring protective control of these lands and waters through ownership of the Title to Land, long term leases or Conservation Covenants.   On occasion this control is donated to the Conservancy, but often it must be purchased.   The Conservancy protects all these places for ever, for everyone - now and for years to come.
Often TLC works in partnership with Government Agencies such as Regional Districts when such partnerships provide an opportunity to protect important areas.   Recently TLC worked with the Capital Regional District to obtain an addition the Ayum Creek Nature Park.   When TLC helps government acquire protected land, TLC retains a Conservation Covenant to ensure the perpetual protection of the area acquired.
TLC The Land Conservancy of British Columbia is a registered charity (88902-8338 RR0001) independent of the Government. Thus to carry out this vital conservation work the Conservancy relies almost entirely on voluntary contributions, both in time and money.
You can help The Land Conservancy safeguard the important lands in its care for future generations, by:
•
becoming a member;
•
volunteering your time;
•
making a pledge toward this project;
•
making a cash donation;
•
making a donation of land or securities; and
•
remembering The Land Conservancy of British Columbia in your will.
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ABOUT MATTHEWS POINT
Matthews Point is an exquisite and ecologically sensitive 66 acre area at the south end of Galiano Island  The land rises up from Active Pass and stretches back to Bluff Road.   The outstanding features of the land include spectacular bluffs, garry oak meadows, rare dry zone vegetation, essential eagle and migrating bird habitat, a large portion of natural forest and a quarter-mile long sand beach along Active Pass.   The current effort is directed at ensuring that this very special part of the island be preserved in perpetuity and that residents and visitors continue to have access to the forest, bluffs and beach.
The area has been identified by many sources as an important area to be preserved,   hi the CRD master planning process, in the spring of 1998, Galiano residents identified Matthews Point as an area of significance.   The Green-Blue Spaces Strategy identifies the area as having regional green space values. Pacific Marine Heritage Legacy, Parks Canada and the CRD have all identified the importance of preservation of Active Pass.   The area is also a logical extension of the concept of the Sea to Sea Green -Blue Belt.
Matthews Point is to be added to the CRD Regional Park system.   We believe inclusion in the CRD park system is the most desirable option for a number of reasons:
1)   It would afford a high level of protection to Matthews Point. It would be protected without being altered.
2)   Acquisition of the land by CRD is the most feasible option for protection within a short time frame.
3)   The CRD has identified establishment of a park on Galiano as a priority; Galiano Island is the only major island in the CRD, which is lacking a Regional Park.
4) The diversity of essential ecosystems and the outstanding beauty of the land make it an ideal addition to the CRD park system.
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THE CURRENT STATUS OF MATTHEWS POINT
The Land Conservancy of B.C (TLC) was approached for assistance by a number of individuals concerned because a portion of Matthews Point was for sale and there was intense interest in the land for purposes of logging and subdivision.    We have negotiated a contract of purchase.
This will secure the land until April 30th, 1999 to allow time for us to raise the remaining $150,000.00. TLC has made a deposit of $22,000 from its general funds. Approximately $4,000.00 will be required before closing for an appraisal and other costs.
We are seeking donations to fund these deposits and donations or pledges toward the purchase price. 

All donors will receive a Charitable Tax Receipt.
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SUPPORT FOR A CRD PARK
There has been a very high level of local support for CRD acquisition of Matthews Point.   Last January, 27 residents of the area in the immediate vicinity of Matthews Point signed a petition asking for CRD's assistance in preserving Matthews Point.   A petition with 187 signatures supporting this proposal was collected during a one-week period in August.   The Galiano Conservancy Association, Galiano Parks and Recreation Commission, The Galiano Club, The Galiano Ratepayers Association, The Gulf Island Branch Historical Federation, the Galiano Lions club and the Islands Trust Fund have all passed motions supporting CRD's acquisition of the land and have written to the CRD to encourage them to acquire Matthews Point.
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PROTECTION OF THE PROPERTY BY A CONSERVATION COVENANT
It is TLC policy that all protected areas in which it makes a substantial donation must be protected by a Conservation Covenant to ensure perpetual use for the purpose donated. The Capital Regional District has agreed to this protection.
OPPORTUNITY

"There comes a time in the history of a place and its people when a single right decision will have great long-term benefits. Greater Victoria, the Gulf Islands and South-East Vancouver Island are at such a juncture.   Unlike other urban areas, we still have the opportunity to pass on to our descendants aspects of the natural environment inherited from our ancestors." Ray Zimmermann.
It's now or never.   Please help us complete the Vision.   Make a donation to this urgent need.
DETAILS OF THE PURCHASE
TLC has negotiated a purchase contract (at an initial cost of $22,000) on this property for approximately $550,000 including closing costs.
The purchase is subject to us obtaining the required financing by April 30th 1999.
The sale will take place on May 31st 1999.

FINANCIAL & LEGAL DETAILS (CONFIDENTIAL)
$ $ $ $ $ $
$ $ $ $ $ $
Total Purchase Price:
Estimated Legal
GST 3.5% charity/CRD rate
Property taxes for 1999
Contingency
Appraisal
Estimated funding costs
TOTAL PURCHASE PRICE
How Paid Initial deposit Deposit increase Nov 6 Deposit increase Dec 15 Deposit increase Jan 31/99 Option payment February 28 Appraisal Funding costs

 

Payable on Closing March 31     $ 
Sources
Cash and Pledge
$ 
CRD PORTION $ 
TO BE RAISED by ASAP 
TO BE RAISED by April 30 $ 
LEGAL DETAILS

 

PID District, Plan 
LISTING AGENCY: 
Selling Commission: $
The Conservancy is seeking cash donations immediately.   Pledges toward the final purchase payment are also needed.   Your help is urgently needed.   Don't let us lose this opportunity.
ALL DONATIONS ARE TO RECEIVE A CHARITABLE TAX RECEIPT.
(NOTE: Our agreement with the owner requires that we keep the purchase price confidential until the sale completes).
