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Glossary of Terms

Conservation


The management or control of human use of resources and/or activities to protect, restore, enhance and/or maintain natural ecosystems for present and future generations (preservation) focussing on ecologically sensitive lands.

Preservation


The long-term protection of ecosystems in their natural state.

Ecologically Sensitive Lands


Areas or sites that presently, or in the future could, significantly contribute to the conservation of Canada’s biodiversity and natural environmental heritage.

· 
Generally Ecologically Sensitive Lands include:

· Areas identified, designated or protected by a local, provincial, territorial, national or international system or body as ecologically significant or important.

· Natural spaces of significance to the environment in which they are located.

· Areas that have significant current or potential for enhanced ecological values as a result of their geographic proximity to other significant properties.

· Areas (whether urban or rural) that are zoned for conservation purposes such as ‘green space’ but excluding those zoned for areas exclusive land uses such as agriculture.

· Natural buffers around environmentally sensitive areas such as water bodies, streams, or wetlands and/or

· Any areas that contribute to the maintenance of biodiversity or Canada’s environmental heritage.

Ecological Value or Ecological Significance


A special amenity present on the land. An amenity includes and natural, historical, heritage, scientific, environmental, wildlife, plant life or cultural value relating to the land. These amenities give the land ecological value or ecological significance.

Biodiversity


The variety of life on earth and the ecological roles they perform. Biodiversity is recognized at three levels; diversity of ecosystems, diversity of species and genetic diversity within a species.

Consensus
· 
A collective judgement or belief; solidarity of opinion. A general agreement or concord; harmony. Examples:

· A general agreement may be used to approve/disprove an issue at hand

· A general agreement may be to hold a formal vote on the issue at hand

· Some sort of formal decision will be made by a solidarity of opinion
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