BASELINE DOCUMENTATION
For 

_______________ Conservation Covenant

Prepared By

__________________

___________
Date
The Nature Trust of British Columbia
# 260 –1000 Roosevelt Crescent

North Vancouver, BC V7P 1M3

I.    Acknowledgement of Condition

Donor:

Covenant Area:
the entire parcel listed below:

 __________

	Parcel Identifier
	Legal Description

	
	


which is shown outlined in heavy (red) line on the plan attached in Exhibit A as Map 1 (the “Property”).

The Donor and Donee agree that the state of the Property as at the date of completion of the field observations for this report, being _______, 2002, was as detailed in this report.

Donor:


	
	

	Per:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Authorized Signatory
	
	


Donee:  

	The Nature Trust of British Columbia
	

	Per:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Doug Walker, Executive Director
	
	


The undersigned acknowledge having prepared this report and hereby confirm that the attached information provides an accurate representation of the Property on ______, 2002.  

By:
_________________________________________
Dated:
____________, 2002

By:
_________________________________________
Dated:
____________, 2002




???
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II. 
Summary Information

A. Property Information

1. Donor: 

2. Location:  

3. Easements or existing Rights-of-Way ___________

B. Introduction

This baseline report documents the condition of the Property, including ecosystem characteristics, scenic, open space, fish and wildlife characteristics, and human-engineered features such as agricultural characteristics, roads, culverts, and power-lines. In addition, key attributes that are significant for land management and development are described.  This includes ecologically significant habitats, rare plant species, rare wildlife species, watercourses, wetlands, and wildlife trees. The baseline report describes conditions of the Property as of ______, 2002.

C. Methods

The ecosystem, wildlife, and human-engineered features of the Property were assessed for the purposes of this report during a site visit conducted _________, 2002.   This visit was done by ________ of _____________.  Prior to field visits, aerial photographs were viewed and areas with high potential for significant habitats were noted.  All existing maps and a wildlife observation database (Ministry of Water, Land, and Air Protection) were reviewed.  In addition, lists of rare plant and animal species
, rare plant communities
, and a database of local element occurrences (Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management) were reviewed. Any watercourses, wetlands, rocky areas or natural open areas were noted and planned for viewing.  The Property was thoroughly traversed on foot and any habitat features seen were noted.  Habitat features including noted and (mapped)? and habitat quality for each of the evaluated species was rated.  Wildlife trees were evaluated during the field evaluation and mapped into areas of relatively consistent densities. 

Ecosystem features including vegetation and soils were observed while traversing the Property on foot, and through data collected from five plots.  The GPS locations of plots and ecological boundaries were recorded.  The plots were reconnaissance-level ecosystem assessment plots.  The information gathered from the plots included data on physiography, soils (through excavation of a soil pit), understory vegetation and overstory tree species (modified from B.C. Min. of Env., Lands, and Parks, and B.C. Min. For. 1998). See Map 1 for the traverse route and plot locations.

Selected features of the Property were photographed and are documented in the Photographic Documentation in Exhibit D.  

II. Ecosystem Characteristics

A. Overview

The Property is a ______ shape bounded on the west, north, south and east by __________________.  The topography is ______________ (e.g. varied, from gently sloping to broken with some depressions, and ranges in elevation from ________ to _____).   Soils were observed in roadcuts, streambanks, windthrown tree holes and at soil pits at each plot location.  The soil parent materials are predominantly ________________. The forest cover is dominated by second-growth________ and other locations ________  Open grassy or rocky areas the vegetation cover is dominated by ___________. 

The majority of the forest was established following logging in the 19 __’s .  Areas have been used for grazing _______________ and mining activity in the 19___’s  Previous ______ activity has not significantly impacted this area.

B. Ecosystem description

This area falls within the _______ biogeoclimatic variant etc.
Vegetation

Wildlife habitat values

For example: Habitat requirements were divided into habitats used for reproduction, and general habitat used for the remainder of life history requisites. Generally, reproductive habitats are more restrictive to a species than the general habitat used for foraging or other life history requisites but often the quality of reproductive habitat depends upon proximity to and quality of adjacent foraging habitat. Habitats for evaluation were separated into permanent habitat and temporary habitat attributes.

Wildlife trees were classified based upon decay class and species as per the Wildlife Danger Tree Assessor’s Course Handbook (6th ed., 2000)(Table 3).


Mammals


Birds


Other vertebrates and invertebrates if appropriate

Fisheries values and riparian area

C. Soil Erosion Risk 

Throughout the Property, soil parent materials are predominantly _________. These soils are _______ (e.g. relatively coarse textured and well drained, with local shallow areas where bedrock approaches the surface).  Discussion of erosion risks or other natural impacts to site, riparian corridor etc.  (e.g. No areas at significant risk of erosion were found on the Property).

D. Rare Plant Species And Plant Communities 

Rare plant and animal species which potentially may be found on the Property were obtained from the Conservation Data Center
 (CDC) and/or selected from the species database maintained by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
 (COSEWIC). Species considered outside the range represented by the study area were excluded.

Rare plant communities, which potentially may be found on the Property, were obtained from the CDC natural plant community tracking lists for the _______ biogeoclimatic variant. 

IV. 
Human-engineered Features

A.
Improvements

B.
Access

Access to the parcel is via 

V.
Photographs:  On-site Photographs & Aerial Photograph

The photographic documentation was completed during the site visit conducted _______2002, and is appended to this document in Exhibit D.  In addition, an aerial photograph of the Property taken in 19___ or 200_  is appended in Exhibit C. 

The locations of the photographs are detailed on Map 4 with the numbers 1 to and including __    thereon corresponding to the locations at which photographs were taken.

VI.  
Maps:  

The following ___ maps of the Property are attached to this report in Exhibit A:

Map 1: Traverse Route and Plot Location

Map 2: Ecosystem Polygons

Map 3: Wildlife Polygons

Map 4: Photo Locations

May want to consider a disclaimer unless have surveyed info.

Disclaimer: Cartographic information including Property boundaries, road locations, power lines, streams, based on ____ or consultants field estimations. These are not surveyed locations.

VII. 
Recommended Monitoring

This Property should be monitored for compliance with the Conservation Covenant once per year at a minimum.

VIII.
Caveat

To the extent that this document conflicts with the Conservation Covenant, the text of the fully executed Conservation Covenant shall control.

III. References







� Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC)


� British Columbia Conservation Data Center (CDC)


� see Green and Klinka (1994) for a description of the biogeoclimatic ecosystem classification, biogeoclimatic variants, and site series


� the CDC develops and maintains a provincial listing of plant communities, which have become most vulnerable. Red listed includes plant communities that are candidates for extirpated, endangered, or threatened status in B.C. Blue listed includes plant communities that are vulnerable in B.C.


� COSEWIC develops and maintains a national listing of Canadian species at risk, using categories of extinct, extirpated, endangered, threatened, and vulnerable
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